
UNL	  does	  not	  discriminate	  based	  on	  race,	  ethnicity,	  color,	  na5onal	  origin,	  sex,	  religion,	  disability,	  age,	  sexual	  orienta5on,	  gender	  iden5ty,	  gene5c	  informa5on,	  veteran	  status,	  marital	  status,	  and/or	  poli5cal	  affilia5on	  in	  its	  
programs,	  ac5vi5es,	  or	  employment.	  

© 2014 The Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska. All rights reserved. 

UNL	  does	  not	  discriminate	  based	  on	  race,	  ethnicity,	  color,	  na5onal	  origin,	  sex,	  religion,	  disability,	  age,	  sexual	  orienta5on,	  gender	  iden5ty,	  gene5c	  informa5on,	  veteran	  status,	  marital	  status,	  and/or	  poli5cal	  affilia5on	  in	  its	  
programs,	  ac5vi5es,	  or	  employment.	  

© 2014 The Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska. All rights reserved. 

UNL	  does	  not	  discriminate	  based	  on	  race,	  ethnicity,	  color,	  na5onal	  origin,	  sex,	  religion,	  disability,	  age,	  sexual	  orienta5on,	  gender	  iden5ty,	  gene5c	  informa5on,	  veteran	  status,	  marital	  status,	  and/or	  poli5cal	  affilia5on	  in	  its	  
programs,	  ac5vi5es,	  or	  employment.	  

© 2014 The Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska. All rights reserved. 

“Difference and Deviance and Threat, Oh My!” 
MAXQDA-ing Media Discourses of Social Death about Marginalized Youths in Sweden & the U.S. 

(by L. Janelle Dance, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lund University-Sweden) 

My	   research	   focuses	   upon	   teenagers	   in	  
Sweden	   and	   the	   U.S.	   from	   marginalized	  
urban	   communi5es.	   Like	   Cole	   Sear	   from	  
the	  feature	  film	  The	  Sixth	  Sense,	  I	  feel	  that	  
I	   am	   describing	   something	   that	   others	  
cannot	   see:	   “I	   see	   teenagers	   from	  
marginalized	   backgrounds…walking	  
around	   as	   complex	   human	   beings.	   They	  
talk	  to	  me;	  they	  tell	  me	  things!”	  However,	  
mainstream	   media	   discourses	   depict	  
these	  complex,	  vibrant	  teens	  as	  if	  they	  are	  
socially	   dead.	   Together	   with	   a	   team	   of	  
researchers,	   I	   am	   using	   MAXQDA	   to	  
facilitate	   a	   Cri5cal	   Discourse	   Analysis	   of	  
American	  and	  Swedish	  newspapers.	  	  
	  
Scholarly	   conceptualiza5ons	   of	   “social	  
death”	   are	   listed	   below;	   MAXQDA	   helps	  
us	   to	   literally	   read	   between	   the	   lines	   of	  
newspaper	   ar5cles	   for	   words,	   rhetoric,	  
quotes,	  etc.,	   conveying	   this	  concept.	  This	  
poster	   portrays	   our	   MAXQDA	   driven	  
review	  of	  a	  corpus	  of	  220	  ar5cles	   (in	  The	  
Philadelphia	   Inquirer	   from	  1998	   to	   2005)	  
about	   a	   marginalized	   Black	   American	  
community	  called	  Strawberry	  Mansion:	  

Similar	  to	  King	  (1967),	  Arendt	  (1951),	  and	  Butler	  
(2014)	  quoted	  directly	  above,	  Orlando	  Paaerson	  
depicts	  social	  death	  as	  a	  state	  of	  social	  nega5on,	  
depersonaliza5on,	   and	   nonbeing	   (1982).	  
Likewise,	   Lisa	   Marie	   Cacho	   describes	   those	   in	  
the	   predicament	   of	   social	   death	   as	   “persons	  
ineligible	  for	  Personhood”	  (2012).	  

Key	   Concepts,	   Discourse	   Analys is	  
Categories	  &	  MAXQDA	  Codes	  
Concepts:	   Social	   Death,	   Urban	   Marginality,	  
Immigrants,	  Minori5es	  	  
Main-‐Codes	   &	   Discourse	   Analys is	  
Categories:	   Lexis	   (e.g.,	   word	   choice),	  
Transi5vity	   (e.g.,	   who	   does	   what	   to	   whom,	  
projected	  agency	  or	  lack	  thereof,	  etc.),	  Modality	  
(e.g.,	   a	   moral	   use	   of	   quan5ta5ve	   descrip5ons	  
such	   as	   “horde	   of	   teens”	   instead	   of	   “group	   of	  
teens”),	   Source	   Aaribu5on	   (i.e.,	   whom	   the	  
reporters	   are	   ci5ng),	   	   Argumenta5ve	   Devices	  
(e.g.,	   rhetorical	   statements	   establishing	   rapport	  
with	  reader,	  construc5ng	  a	  “we”	  vs.	  “they”)	  
Sub-‐Codes:	   SM-‐Students,	   SM-‐Inhabitants,	   SM-‐
Neighborhood,	   Government,	   Civil	   Society,	  
Medical	  Personnel	  
Sub-‐Sub-‐Codes:	   SM-‐Residents,	   SM-‐Employer,	  
SM-‐Employees,	  Mayor,	   Police,	  District	   Aaorney,	  
Judge/Jury	  
	  
(The	   SM	   Coding	   Hierarchy	   directly	   below	   was	   made	  
using	  MAXMaps)	  
	  	  	  

In	   addi5on	   to	   facilita5ng	   intercoder	  
reliability,	   using	   MAXQDA	   11	   for	   data	  
management,	   coding,	   and	   memoing	  
allowed	   research	   team	   members	   to	  
transcend	   the	   book	   manuscript-‐in-‐
progress,	   which	   is	   the	   focal	   research	  
project,	  and	  envision	  addi5onal	  conference	  
papers	  and	  poten5al	  journal	  ar5cles:	  
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–L.J.	  Dance	  


